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- American researcher

committed suicide,
no foul play: Coroner

By FENG ZENGKUN

AMERICAN researcher Shane
l‘odq (right) had killed himself by
hgngu\g, a coroner’s inquiry into
his death has found, dismissing
claims by his family that he had
been murdered.

Delivering his finding of sui-
cide yesterday, State Coroner
Chay Yuen Fatt said evidence
from 65 witnesses, heard over a
10-day hearing in May, had prov-
en beyond a reasonable doubt that
Dr Todd had hanged himself in his
apartment here last June. “There
was no foul play involved,” said
the judge, adding that he hoped
Dr Todd’s family would find clo-

finding.

The decision caps 'a controver-
sy that had reached the highest
levels of both the United States

and re governments after
a Financial Times (ﬁ eport in
February ed that the Mon-

tana native was murde
The‘l-yw-'ﬁfs pr:rd;ltx had
claimed in the FI report that their
son was killed, possibly over
~related re: he had
done at the Singapore Institute of
Microelectronics (IME), which
could have compromised US na-
tional security. But this was reject-
ed by the judge, whe d a review

Todd's work

suicide by the
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EXCUSE FOR NOT TESTIFYING

The family walked out of the
proceedings before they were
supposed to give evidence, and
their reason for doing so was
that Dr Luis Montes was called
as a surprise witness, and they
said they didn't know who he
was and had never met him
before... The family had dinner
with Dr Montes two days after
Dr Todd died. So you have 0
conclude that this was trumped
up as an excuse for them for not
testifying.
-~ Foreign Minister K. Shanmugam

9

police
fact that Dr Todd had visited
suicide-related websites in the

months before his death.
There also proof
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SINGAPORE’S YOUNGEST SOLID ORGAN DONOR

Toddler gives
others gift of life

Kldneys, heart valve of 1'/>-year-old
donated after death in pool accident

ByJALEAHABUBAKER

IN LIFE, she was a charming tod-
dler with an independent streak.

Now, after her tragic deathin a
swimming pool accident, Hanano
Oyama has given hope to others
as Singapore’s youngest solid
organ donor.

The 1'/:-year-old’s ‘parents
allowed doctors to remove her
kidneys and heart valve after
receiving the devastating news
that she was brain-dead.

Her o  were then used to
help other seriously ill patients,

~one of whom was a child. “The
only thing keeping me going is
that she has saved somebody’s
life,” said her father, Japanese na-
tional Norimichi Oyama. “That’s
something I'm proud of.”

Mr Oyama recalled the

ment he and his wife Kana, 35,
-time ative assist-
int, realised Hanano had gone
missing two weeks ago g a
family gathering at their Robert-

- son Quay condominium.

The toddler was later found
unconscious in the swimming
pool. Doctors at KK Women’s and

Children’s Hospital fought to save
r, but she never woke up.
~ On Sunday, they broke the
 news to Mr Oyama that she was
/ ad, and asked if he would
ans to be donated.
grief, he did not

mt told The

been kept confidential.

Solid organ donation involves
the whole of the heart, liver or kid-
neys, as opposed to just tissues
such as bone marrow and skin.

Mr Oyama, who has lived in
Singapore for two years and also
has a four-year-old son, said he
had been working with a trans-
plant coordinator from the hospi-
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PROUD OF DAUGHTER
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